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1. SETTIRG AND OBJECTIVE

o Berisha and Pashko are here to establish contacts in the
U.S. and to encourage greater U.S. engagement in Albania.

o Underscore U.S. support for democratic reform and
respect for human rights in Albania and provide a
balance for your meeting with the Foreign Minister.

II. AGERDA
o U.S. — Albania Relatiops: Voice our support for the
restoration of ties with the Albanian people and signal

our interest in establishing contact with the country's:
strongest challenger to the ruling party in the l!arch 31

elections. . PR
o mwunmim& Stress U.S. support :
for. democratic reform in Albania, including.the holdlng o e S
of free and fair mmlti-party elections.. Affirm the = =~ . ~ |
importance the ¥.S. government attaches to respect for .. .

human rights and the achievement of polit:lcal goals . .
through peaceful, democratic dxalogue. .

) nmnimun_misj;anc_é,: Express U. 8. concern for the
current economic and refugee situation in’ ‘Albania. and
note our encouragement of the prov:l.s:.on of: humnitarian
assistance by American nongovernment organizat:ions and
:mdividuals to the Alhan:an people. ! , .
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o Regional Security: Urge Berisha and Pashko to lead
¢ their party in supporting solutions to the security
situation in the Balkans through internationally
accepted CSCE principles regarding international borders.

I1I. PARTICIPANIS

0.S. Albanian

The Acting Secretary Salih Berisha
EUR DAS Kamman Gramoz Pashko
EUR/EEY: JWSwihart

EUR/EEY: JRHooper

EUR/EEY: Notetaker

IV. PRESS COVERAGE
Photo Opportunity

Attachments: :
Tab 1 - Talking Points
Tab 2 - Background '
Tab 3 - Biographic Information on Salih Berisha
Tab 4 - Biographic Information on Gramoz. Pashko
Tab 5 - CSCE Criteria for Free and Fair Elections
Tab 6 - Criteria for G-24 Economic Assistance
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TALKING POINIS

| U.S. - Albania Relations

Priday will mark an important moment in the history of
U.S. - Albanian relations. We welcome you to the U.S.
and look forward to building a lasting and close
relationship with the Albanian people.

We greatly appreciate the efforts of American Albanians
who bave helped to facilitate this occasion.

The U.S. is interested in establishing constructive
ties with the Democratic Party of Albania and with all
parties in Albania that support democracy.

X tizati

e

The U.S. supports the establishment of democracy with
full respect for bhuman rights and the rule of law in
Albania. We believe that the resumption of diplomatic
relations can help to encourage these reforms. .

We will look to continued respect for internationally
recognized human rights as evidence of Albania's
commitment to establishing democracy.

We intend to support efforts by American nongovernment

organizations such as the National Democratic. and o
Republican Institutes to offer political assistance and
training to all independent political parties, press,

and civic organizationms. , - )

We strongly support fully free and fair multi-party
elections in Albania and will be watching developments
closely in the coming weeks and months. We continue to
encourage all political parties to pursue their
political goals through peaceful, democratic dialogue.

We are very interested in the timely processing of visa
applications for foreign election observers, -in - o
particular the Wational Democratic and Republican
Institutes, and would appreciate any information that
you might have regarding cases where visa applicants
have been denied entry. ' od et

RELEASED IN FULL
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— We are also interested in liearing your views regarding
the process of democratization in your country and R
would appreciate any suggestzons on how the U.S. can BB
further promote tha process of free and fair elections.

itarian Assista

— The U. s. is deeply concerned about” the harsh econom:..c
situation in Albania at present and t:he :ecent exodus T o
of tefugees. . Ly . ) .

- Me continue to enconrage contributions of hman1tar1an
assistarice by Mencan nongoverment organ:usations and
1ndlv:|.dnals. .

—— As you- knon our own ability to provide any form of

assistance has been limited by the lack of diplomat:lc &
relations between our two conntries...;;__Bouo Y oo
humanitarian assistanco m now be considered. i

— Before the U.S. can ptoviaa econouic assiatancc. tha N
- reform- process must move forward and significant steps-

must be taken concerning democratic and market:

reform.. - We urge all Albanians to work togothe: to
construct a prosperous and da-ocratic socioty. which
is the only lasting way to lessen l:he pteasnto for ‘

engrauon. , .
- The U S. respects baszc hman rights and tet:itox:ial

integnty for -all states in the Balkans..-m

— We are concerned ‘by reports that: :rour patty supporta*
the annexation of .Kosovo with Albania.™ j'l'a_ll:s ot' l:his*
kind conld hava dangorous ropomsions‘

— We are ploased to see that: yom: parl:y p i -
t endorses CSCE principles. As Alhﬁn:la emexges on the
nntopean stage, we will expeéct’ you to nbida‘ hj' all
pr:lnciplau. in particular thosa. conce ng
horders anﬂ at:mly nrgo m to load'you



0 The Démocratic Party in Albania wil ptoh:b;y be

_ _ '_Cn-nmity in Detroit.
' '!onr ueetinq uith Herisha anﬂ Pa"
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Once ' relatlons are official, we intend. to ‘send a
small team to Tirana to observe and report on- -the"
situation in the country and the elections. The'
team also intends to view U.S. facilities there. to
assess the potential problems of’ re—open:lng Elnbassy
Tirana.

We do not anticipate that Embassy 'r:.rana will be
operational before next fall.

The U.S. can. play a const:uctive role. as it has in
other countries im the region, in encouraging :
democracy and respect for human rights in a country
that has had virtually no histoncal associat:lon
with a dmcratm process. . :

] Rstabhshed three months ago. the" Dmocrauc 1.
Party of ‘Albania has become the rallying point -
for many independent and opposition figu:es who
want danocl:al:ic and econonic refo P ,

o Many of its leaders. predlctably,,

fomr "
_mhers of the comunst Party. 2 e

the- mlzng party's only. serious :l:iv
March 31 electiomns, although wa do
to win: theae electmns. 72

privately -Funded. - Dnring the:lr stay in
will @lso.be meeting with ‘Assistant ‘Secre
shifter, Congtesmn ‘Joseph ' Kennedy, : Cha
Democratic. Party Ron Brown, the llatiomi
and nepnblican Institutes, and l:ho

0.8, support for de-ncratizal_:im A
eve of tastoratmn of dipl' ) ticj el
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0 With only three months experience behind it, the
Democratic Party is in an embryonic form but
appears genuinely committed to democratic
principles. Their understanding of democratic
jdeas may reflect their lack of experience with
democratic models.

o The party’'s agenda is sound. Its election
platform provides guarantees for basic human
rights, including freedom of expression--as well
as postal and telecommunication secrecy, freedom
of assembly and the right of association, freedom
of the press, freedom of religion, and freedom to
freely move within the country or travel abroad.

0o During the recent refugee crisis in Albania,
Democratic Party leaders appealed to f£leeing
Albanian citizens to remain in the country and
work together touard a more prosperous and free
society.

o The Democratic Party also called upon protesting
Albanians to refrain from the use of violence and
acts of vandalism during the most recent perlods
of unrest in Albamnia.

We are exploring with nongovernment organizations,
such as NDI and RRI, how to provide political . )
assistance and traxnxng to all independent polxtical
parties, press, and civic organ1=at1ons.

We understand that both the NRI and the NDI have

received permission to travel to Albania to observe
the elections and intend to have representatives in
Tirana throughout the election campaign.

o H il P ! -I

Berisha and Pashko will probably preee’fot aU.8. - %
cgumitment concernlng humanitarian assistance for T
Albania. .

o The s:tuation in Albamia is at a- i e
near-crisis-level. Sources in the country reportf
that water and food - supp11es are low J;thps '
carrying food 1nports have not been’'able to . LY
deliver ‘their cargo. due to the inqieasedﬁth:eatsﬁ

An

"najo: ports. Hater that is ava
ia.reportedly contaninated.; .3
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0 We are currently exploring the possibility of
providing disaster relief assistance.

- Leaders in the Democratic Party seem to realize that
the current crisis as well as the failing economy
can only be overcome through outside assistance and
a commitment to economic reform. The Democratic
Party's election platform calls for the acceleration
of economic reforms.

" Regional § ;4

- The level of tension in the Balkans is high due to
Yugoslav internal strains and Serbia's repression of
the ethnic Albanian inhabitants of Kosovo.

—e A pillar of the new Europe we are trying to
establish is the principle enshrined in CSCE that
border changes can only take place by agreement and
through peaceful means.

—_ We are concermed by the Democratic Party's past
endorsement of the annexation of Kosovo with Albania,



